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Human Impact and the Creation of Urban Heat Islands Student Sheet

1- What patterns do you observe between physiographic regions (i.e., basins, plateaus, mountains,
and plains) shown on the right, and land cover, shown on the left? Use evidence to support your
reasoning.

2- Which land cover type is characterized by the warmest surface (skin) temperatures?

3- What explanations do you have for why this land cover type experiences the warmest surface
(skin) temperatures?

4- Analyze the map legend and describe what the difference in colors on the map to the right
represent.
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6246c0bbe2e44ff29781da712f247604

5- Describe the relationship between population density and the location of urban heat islands.

6- Based on the patterns you identified, what claims can you make about how urban heat islands are
formed?

7- Based on your observations of the two maps, formulate a research question about an area that you
would like to know the answer to. What additional data would you need in order to answer your
question?
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