
What do you notice, what do you wonder?

Type here:



Mystery in the Santa Cruz River

Use the following clues to explain the phenomenon in the pictures. On most slides 

you must type in an answer or other information that will lead you to the cause of 

the phenomenon. On the last slide you must make a claim about what you have 

discovered that caused it. 



Mystery Clue #1

“Groundwater”

Where do you think our 

groundwater comes from? 

Explain why you think that.



Clue #2 

“Climate Change”

What do you notice about 

the number of days in 

Tucson over 105? How 

could that impact the 

water cycle in Tucson?

A B



Clue #4 

Tucson 1965

Clue # 3



Clue # 3 Continued

Tucson 2011



Clue #3 Continued 

What do these two maps show us?



Clue # 4

This graph shows water in 

monitoring wells,  what do 

you believe is the cause for 

the overall groundwater 

decline?



What information does 

this graph give and why 

is it relevant to water 

resources?

Clue #5 



Clue #6

What does the video add or 

confirm about your thoughts on 

the phenomenon?

The Santa Cruz: A Living River

✅ Subscribe to Wild Connection TV https://bit.ly/2unbqr1
The Santa Cruz River once flowed year-round through the desert. Today, its waters tell a powerful story of change, resilience, and hope.
In this video, we explore the river’s deep ecological and cultural roots—from the ancient middens of early agriculturalists to the birds 
and mammals returning thanks to community-led revitalization. Along the way, we discover how natural history collections preserve 
the river’s legacy and help guide its future.

*Featuring insights from archaeology, biology, and history, this video reveals how people and nature are forever linked—and how 
samples help us understand that connection.

Part 2 of the Wild Connection series on the power of scientific samples.

Connect with me!

💕Website: http://www.jenniferverdolin.com

💕Instagram:http://instagram.com/realdrjen

💕Twitter:http://twitter.com/realdrjen

💕Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/whatsyourwildconnection/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1DgvtIaMOQ


Mystery Solved?!

Using evidence from the clues, explain the phenomenon in the pictures on the first 

slide. What do you think happened to the water in the Santa Cruz?

Type your explanation as a CER. (Claim, evidence, and reasoning)
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