
Lesson Plan: Exploring Data Through Art 

Grade Level: Middle School (6th-8th Grades)​
Duration: 15 minutes​
Objective: Students will be introduced to the concept of visualizing personal data through 
artistic expression inspired by the Dear Data project. 

 

Lesson Overview 

Students will explore how data can be represented artistically, inspired by the Dear Data project. 
They will brainstorm ideas for data collection and learn basic techniques for designing data 
visualizations. This activity will include a homework assignment to collect data over the course 
of a week. 

 

Materials Needed 

●​ Examples of Dear Data postcards (images or physical examples) 
●​ Blank paper or journals 
●​ Colored markers or pencils 
●​ Projector or screen for presentation 

 

Lesson Outline 

Introduction and Presentation (5 minutes) 

1.​ Warm-Up Question 
○​ Ask: “What do you think of when you hear the word 'data'?” Write a few student 

responses on the board. 
2.​ Introduction to Dear Data 

○​ Show examples of postcards from the project. Explain how Giorgia Lupi and 
Stefanie Posavec turned everyday data into artistic visualizations, emphasizing 
creativity and personal expression. 

○​ Highlight: "Data doesn’t have to be boring. It can tell stories about your life in a 
fun and creative way." 

 

Brainstorming and Discussion (5 minutes) 



1.​ Brainstorm Data Collection Ideas 
○​ Prompt students to think about data they could collect from their lives, such as: 

■​ How many times they laugh in a day 
■​ Favorite colors in the class 
■​ Steps taken or songs listened to 

2.​ Visual Representation Techniques 
○​ Briefly discuss ways to turn data into visual art using shapes, colors, and 

patterns. Show a simple example (e.g., tally marks becoming a bar graph or a 
pattern). 

 

Activity and Wrap-Up (5 minutes) 

1.​ Quick Sketch Activity 
○​ Have students pick one data idea and sketch a quick visualization concept on 

paper. Encourage creativity while keeping it simple. 
2.​ Sharing and Discussion 

○​ Ask a few students to share their sketches and explain their design choices. 
Discuss the variety of approaches and how data can tell personal stories. 

 

Homework Assignment 

●​ Data Collection: Over the next week, students will collect data on a chosen topic from 
their daily lives (e.g., how many times they smile, how often they hear their favorite song, 
or how many pets they see). 

●​ Preparation for Next Class: Students should bring their collected data and any initial 
ideas for visual representation to class for a gallery walk. 
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