
Be a Friend to 
Trees

Lesson 1
 

Why are trees important?



Objectives

In this lesson I will…

● Understand the value and benefits of tree services 

● Describe the causes and effects of heat islands in 

urban areas

● Explain tree equity scores and their importance



Brainstorm and Think-Pair-Share
Create a T-P-S chart in your journal. Answer the question on your 
own first. Then discuss with your partner and record your partner’s 
answers. 

What are the benefits of having trees in our community, home, 
school, etc?

What I think What my partner thinks What we will share



Benefits of Trees



Listen for benefits of trees and take notes



Be a Friend to Trees by Patricia Lauber

Video Link: https://youtu.be/AJG9KAVRTYc

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJG9KAVRTYc
https://youtu.be/AJG9KAVRTYc
https://youtu.be/AJG9KAVRTYc
https://youtu.be/AJG9KAVRTYc


Brainstorm and Think-Pair-Share
Add to your chart. Did you learn about any new benefits?
 

What are the benefits of having trees in our community, home, 
school, etc?

What I think What my partner thinks What we will share



What happens when we don’t have trees?

What I think What my partner 
thinks

What we will 
share

Create a new T-P-S chart in your journal and answer the 
question. 

Write your responses first, then share with partner.



What Happens Without Trees



Urban Heat Islands
Urban Heat Island Effect

Extreme heat threatens human health and infrastructure in cities like Boston and around the world.  Learn about the factors that make some neighborhoods hotter than others during extreme heat 
events, and how green spaces can help us keep these areas cooler and safer as temperatures rise. 

Gain insight into the ways climate change is affecting all of us, right NOW, and see how you can make a difference. 
Find a new way to think about climate action at http://www.mos.org/climate

 #UrbanHeatIslands #MOSclimate #MuseumOfScience #ScienceForAll #ClimateAction #ClimateChange

Video Link: https://youtu.be/304Eo7Ux_wE?si=5IuUIV0aBjB6esMq

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=304Eo7Ux_wE
https://youtu.be/304Eo7Ux_wE?si=5IuUIV0aBjB6esMq


NASA: What is an Urban Heat Island?

Read and annotate the text. 



What is an Urban Heat Island? How can we help?



Tree Equity

What is our tree equity score?

What does it mean?

https://climateaction.tucsonaz.gov/pages/milliontrees-tree-equity


Next time…

What do you think is involved in measuring tree 

canopy/shade cover?
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